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nation's work to be performed by unskilled hands. But
economic policy is interlocked with political convictions and
racial fears. Any drastic change in such policy on lines of
liberal principle would ultimately compel the European popu-
lation to subdue its colour prejudices and break the tradi-
tional bonds of racial caste. The economic elevation of the
Bantu would have direct and profound implications to the
type of European democracy which now dominates the scene,
for it would create among this African people powerful
pressures for political liberty, and in due course political
emancipation would mean Bantu dominance. The white
man would yield his sceptre of power to the native. Or, at
any rate, the advance of education in the kraal would in-
evitably bring unsettlement and discontent. This is the grim
and inescapable dilemma which confronts South Africa. The
white people dare not expect in the long run a Bantu popu-
lation more advanced in economic life without also having
a Bantu population which will demand a new political status
and a share in determining its national ethos. Are the Euro-
peans prepared to accept an economic regime which also
means a changed configuration of political power? Are they
prepared to accept the social implications of a true multi-
racial democracy? Or are they determined to pursue the
policy of political dominance tempered by the spirit of
trusteeship in the economic and other spheres? These are
hard questions before which all the other questions of South
African democracy wither in importance.